The 14th Centenary of St Mungo
and
the Foundation of the City of Glasgow

The Legend of St Mungo
A Cantata for Schools with notes from other event Fuller
reports on stmungomusic.org

David Morris and Gerry Fitzpatrick

A cantata, as originally devised by St Philip Neri, was an event
designed to help children celebrate and remember biblical stories
or stories of saints.
It originated in Rome at the parish which eventually became known
as the ‘Chiesa Nuova’. The ‘cantata’ involved any resources that
the group concerned had available – music, readings, dancing,
solo and group singing, miming, praying, acting . . . whatever
would help them celebrate and remember.
The Cantata: ‘Mungo’ was written by David Morris and Gerry
Fitzpatrick and performed for Glasgow’s Year of Culture and
repeated for the 14th centenary of the death of St Mungo.
In 1990 it involved the St Mungo Singers with 5 schools and St
Andrew’s Brass in St Mungo’s Cathedral, and was then celebrated
in St Mungo’s Church and then the Kelvin Hall with 68 schools!
In 2004 more than 20 schools performed the cantata in Our Lady
and St George’s church, Penilee in the presence of Lord Provost
Liz Cameron and many distinguished guests from Glasgow
Churches Together and the Department of Education.
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The Year of St Mungo
612 – 2012

The St Mungo Cantata was written by David Morris and Gerry Fitzpatrick for
Glasgow the City of Culture in 1990 and performed in St Mungo’s Cathedral
and then in St Mungo’s Church, Townhead, then with 68 schools in the arena
of Glasgow’s Kelvin Hall.. Since then it has been performed on many
occasions, notably for the first celebrations of St Mungo’s 14th centenary in
2004, and now in the year 2012 as part of the city’s festivities for the more
likely date of the 14th centenary.
This year has seen the St Mungo Festival expand to include:
The Vita Kentigerni – a little celebration in the Mitchell Library with the
exhibition of the facsimile of the ‘Vita Kentigerni’ and a reading in Latin and in
English.
The St Mungo Ecumenical Service in Glasgow Cathedral
The Mass of St Mungo in St Mungo’s Church, Townhead
The Ballet by ‘Visual Statement’ choreographed by Danny Dobbie
The Molendinar Awards
The Molendinar Lecture
The St Mungo Dinner
Visits to Hoddom on the St Mungo Trail where Mungo took refuge
Visit to St Asaph’s where Mungo lived and worked
The Cantata was written to help children recover a sense of the ‘mystery and magic’
of St Mungo and the beginnings of Glasgow, and it has hopefully played some part in
the recovery of Glasgow’s sense of history and identity.
Let Glasgow Flourish by the preaching of the word and the praising of his name.
Graphic © Netta Ewing
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Opening Prayer for the Mass of St Mungo or Kentigern
Lord our God,
You chose St Kentigern as bishop
To spread the light of faith by the preaching of your Word:
Grant our prayer
That we who celebrate his memory
May always be true to his teaching
And so grow daily in faith and holiness.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever.

Vita Kentigerni
Bishop Jocelyn of Glasgow invited Jocelyn, a monk of Furness in northern
England, to write a proper life of St Mungo, or Kentigern, since the sources for
a life of the saint were in some disarray!
Excerpts from Jocelyn’s Life of Mungo – the story of the robin
‘Therefore on a certain day, when the old man entered his chapel offering the
incense of prayers to God, the boys, taking advantage of the absence of their
teacher, had room to indulge in play with the aforementioned little bird, and
while they groped for it among themselves, and attempted to tear the bird
away from each other, it was killed by their hands, and its head was torn away
from its body. This being done, their play was changed into grief, and already
they imagined to be imminent the blows of the rod which are accustomed to
be the most severe instrument of torture for boys. After entering upon a plan
together, they laid this deed on the boy Kentigern, who had cut himself off
thoroughly from this kind of game. And before the old man came, they
showed the dead bird to him and then threw it beside him. Indeed the old man
suffered grieviously over the death of the bird, and threatened severe
vengeance on its killer. Therefore the boys rejoiced, supposing that they had
escaped, and that they had turned the vengeance onto Kentigern that was
owed to them, and that they had diminished the grace of friendship that up to
this point Servanus had held toward him.
After obtaining knowledge of this, Kentigern, the most pure child, lifted up the
bird in his hands, and joining the head to the body, he impressed upon it the
sign of the cross. And raising his undefiled hands in prayer to the Lord, he
said, "Lord Jesus Christ, in whose hand is the breath of all your creatures,
rational and irrational, restore to this little bird the breath of life so that your
blessed name will be praised forever." The holy one spoke these words in
prayer, and immediately the bird revived. And not only did it seek safely the
breezes in free flight, but also indeed it flew in its usual manner towards the
old man who was returning from the church. When he saw this marvel, the
heart of the blessed old man exulted in the Lord, and his soul praised the child
of the Lord in the Lord, and praised the Lord, who alone does great wonders,
working in the boy. And so by this special sign, the Lord made known and
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announced, indeed as it was foreshadowed, that Kentigern was his own,
whom afterwards he exalted greatly in many ways by more wonders.’
In 2007 the City of Glasgow was able to present a copy of the Vita Kentigerni
(courtesy of the City of Dublin) to the Mitchell Library, the Archdiocese of
Glasgow and Glasgow Cathedral. There was a ceremony which took place in
the Mitchel and it is hoped that this will be an annual event.

Archbishop Conti, Dr Whitley and some St Mungo Singers at the
‘Vita Kentigerni’ celebration in the Mitchell Library on 12th January
2007.
Part of the St Mungo Bookmark marking the ecumenical Evening
Service for St Mungo’s Day held in Glasgow cathedral on January 13th 2007
Loving God,
as we honour St Mungo,
we pray for the city he founded and its people.
Make us glad
to inherit the Gospel
he preached,
and to be ourselves
the living stones
building up your kingdom of justice and peace.
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St Mungo
603—2008

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Pupils of St Catherine’s Primary School at the Tomb of St Mungo
after their country dancing at the ecumenical service for St
Mungo’s Day 2008

Cantata
A cantata, as originally devised by St Philip Neri, was an event designed to
help children celebrate and remember biblical stories or stories of saints. It
originated in Rome at the parish which eventually became known as the
‘Chiesa Nuova’. The ‘cantata’ involved any resources that the group
concerned had available – music, readings, dancing, solo and group singing,
miming, praying, acting . . . . . whatever would help them celebrate and
remember.
The Cantata: ‘Mungo’ was written by David Morris and Gerry Fitzpatrick and
performed for Glasgow’s Year of Culture and repeated for the 14th centenary
of the death of St Mungo; In 1990 it involved the St Mungo Singers with 5
schools and St Andrew’s Brass in St Mungo’s Cathedral, and was then
celebrated in St Mungo’s Church and then the Kelvinhall with 68 schools! In
2004 more than 20 schools performed the cantata in Our Lady and St
George’s, Penilee.
Some children and guests – led by Lord Provost Liz Cameron – at the 14th
centenary celebration of ‘Mungo’ in 1994
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The St Mungo Rhyme
This rhythm may have originated as an anti-Mungo jibe – but it was
incorporated into the St Mungo Cantata in the positive sense that ‘the tree that
never grew is growing very well’, and the bird still sings, the bells still ring and
the fish are back in the Clyde’. With the support of the Education Department,
Glasgow school children planted a tree in Cathedral Square in 2003 to mark
the 14th centenary of St Mungo.
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The St Mungo Cake

The Pilgrimage to St Mungo’s Monastery at Hoddom
An Anthem for St Mungo’s Day written by Gerry Fitzpatrick to mark the
renewed status of the City of Glasgow when Strathclyde Regional Council
was dis-established
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ST. MUNGO CANTATA 2012
Posted by Webmaster | Nov 26, 2012 | Schools News | 0 |
The recording made at the Cantata will be broadcast on the Internet HGUH on Sunday 23rd
December at 8 pm.

The St. Mungo Cantata

More than 20 years after the St. Mungo Cantata was written by David Morris and Fr. Gerry
Fitzpatrick and first performed in St.Mungo’s Cathedral, Glasgow, it seemed the perfect
choice to mark the 1400th anniversary of St.Mungo and the foundation of the City ofGlasgow.
So the Cantata was performed again in the Cathedral, this time under the sponsorship of
Glasgow Churches Together, with the support of Dr. Laurence Whitley and the congregation
of the Cathedral.
After many weeks of work by the Teachers’ Committee, the schools (teachers and children),
musicians and volunteers, everyone came together in the Cathedral on 13 November for a
truly brilliant ecumenical event. A total of 21 schools* (both Catholic and nondenominational), with over 600 children, took part, supported by musicians from the
University of Glasgow(B.Ed. Music Yr.2), the Glasgow Gaelic School and elsewhere#.

Guests included Archbishop Tartaglia, the Moderator of Glasgow Presbytery (Rev. Howard
Hudson), Rev. Alan Anderson of the Methodist Church, Lord Provost Sadie Docherty, Jim
Wilson of the Education Department, and Mrs. Catherine McMaster, former Bailie of the City
Council.

The Cathedral was full to capacity, with the children seated in the nave on seating provided
by the Lands & Environmental Services Department of the Council, supplemented by chairs

9

provided by the Cathedral. Some parents managed to find seats around the walls or stand at
the back. They were joined by a handful of tourists who had strayed in bemused, but stayed
to enjoy the music, singing and dancing.

Lord Provost Sadie Docherty with some of the Characters from the Cantata, and Dr. Whitley

The event began with the laying of a wreath by the Lord Provost on the grave of St. Mungo.
She was accompanied by Dr. Whitley and children from St. Monica’s costumed as St.
Mungo,St.Asaph, St. Enoch and monks, and a Narrator (from St. Andrew’s Secondary)
resplendent in a red cassock. A piper played while the wreath was laid, while upstairs in the
nave, two of the University students, Sophia Stoddart and Ruth Mackay, sang a beautiful
Gaelic hymn to the accompaniment of the clarsach.

The service then began with the return of the Lord Provost, Dr. Whitley and the children to
the nave as all the children sang “God our Creator” to the stirring and much loved tune of
“Highland Cathedral”. One of the children carried a copy of the Bible to the lectern and led
those present in the beautiful opening prayer:Father, here in this book are the hopes and dreams of God’s people’
Here in this book are the hopes and dreams of our people of Scotland.
Keep us true to your word, joyful in the praise of your name and ready to serve you in our
neighbour”.
After a welcome in English by a pupil of St. Bartholomew’s and in Gaelic by a pupil from
Golfhill Primary, there was a reading fromSt. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and the singing of
Psalm 18, led by St. Timothy’s. Then the Cantata itself began. Each section or song was led by
a different school, and linked by the Narrator, as they traced the story of St. Mungo:“This is the story of Kentigern or Mungo, city founder, friend of kings.
Worker of miracles, bishop of a city, now Glasgow’s patron saint.”
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The music was lively and the children were clearly enjoying themselves as they sang the
different pieces. At the end, a group of dancers from St. Ninian’s rounded it off with a display
of Scottish country dancing which had everyone’s toes tapping.

Our Scottish country dancers

Before the final part of the celebration, Lord Provost Docherty thanked everyone who had
taken part for such a wonderful experience which had clearly taken lots of practice and come
together so well. TheGlasgowanthem “Let Glasgow Flourish” followed. Then Dr. Whitley
invited the children to join in praying for the city and its people, in the spirit of St. Mungo
who was a witness to God’s love:-

1 We pray for the people of Glasgow and for our political and civic leaders, the Lord Provost,
Councillor Sadie Docherty, the leader of the Council, Councillor Gordon Mathieson, and for all
who work for the good of our city.
2 Our city of Glasgow has welcomed many peoples throughout our history. Today we pray for
the new Glaswegians from Europe and across the world: may they find in our city a home in
which everyone belongs and everyone has an honoured place.
3 We pray for all the churches of Glasgow, for Glasgow Churches Together, for the people of our
other faiths, and for all who seek a better understanding of the dignity and goodness of being
human.
4 We pray for the most needy in our city and in our country, and for those who serve them in
health, housing, education and social care.
5 We pray that the name of St Mungo may continue to be revered, and that Glasgow may
flourish praising the name of God.
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A storm of flags!

The intercessions were concluded with the singing of the Lord’s Prayer. Then Mrs Catherine
McMaster told the children about the St. Mungo trail and how it linked up various places
which were part of the story of St. Mungo, and invited them to visit the Trail and to get their
parents involved. The children responded by enthusiastically waving their St.Andrew flags
(provided by the Scottish Executive) and for a few moments, it sounded like a storm of
hailstones! Children from St.Monica’s, accompanied by Carissa Bovill on harp, then sang the
Pilgrim Song written by Mrs Liz Bovill to promote the St. Mungo Trail.

A bouquet was presented to the Lord Provost on behalf of the schools and a collection was
taken up for the St. Mungo Day Centre in Townhead and accepted on their behalf by Dr.
Whitley who thanked everyone and said that this would be a great reminder of the event for
the grannies and granddads who enjoyed the services of the Day Centre.

The children and their teachers were congratulated by Mr.Wilson for their fantastic
celebration which had now become part of the 800 years of worship in the Cathedral, by the
Moderator who acclaimed them as stars and told them it was great to do things together,
and by the Archbishop who expressed his own pride in coming from Glasgow and reminded
them that they were all St. Mungo’s children and helped to make Glasgow a welcoming city.
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The blessing by the church leaders

The celebration ended with a blessing by the church leaders present, followed by a final
thank-you expressed by representatives of the children themselves:We thank everyone who has come here today
to honour St Mungo with us who are Mungo’s Bairns.
We thank the community here at the Cathedral,
all our civic and church leaders, our teachers and friends and families
for helping us to enjoy being citizens of Glasgow.
Then, to the accompaniment of the waving St. Andrew’s flags, the children sang the Glasgow
Song which had been written for and bySt. Paul’s Whiteinch, as the guests left the Cathedral.
There was a real buzz in the air as the children themselves left to return to their schools,
after one final look around the Cathedral and a few photos for the school albums.

*The schools involved were:-

Blessed John Paul Primary, Broomhill Primary, Golfhill Primary, Our Lady of Good Aid
Cathedral Primary, Our Lady of Peace Primary, Our Lady of the Missions Primary, Our Lady of
the Rosary Primary, St. Bartholomew’s Primary, St. Clare’s Primary, St. Conval’s Primary, St.
Martha’s Primary, St. Mary’s Primary Maryhill, St.Monica’s Primary, St. Mungo’s Primary ,
St.Ninian’s Primary, St. Paul’s Primary Whiteinch, St. Philomena’s Primary, St. Roch’s Primary,
St.Saviour’s Primary, St. Stephen’s Primary, St. Timothy’s Primary.
#The musicians included:-

Kathryn Alexander, Michael Allan, Ronan Boyle, Louise Brown, Billy Dewar-Riccick, Anna
Fraser, Amanda Gemmell, Michael Gibson, Matthew Harvey, Emma Irving, Jennifer Lindsay,
Kirsty MacDonald, Ruth Mackay, Greg McGonigal, Maree Murdoch, Alyson Nelson, Ellen Smith,
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Sophia Stoddart, Anthony Sutherland, Jennifer Valance. Alan Fraser, Moira Summers, Tom
Murphy, Paul Malcolm, Michael Smith, James Swan, Pauline McNichol, Monica Dyer, Annettte
McKirdie, Carissa Bovill, Anne Marie Berry, Frank Stewart and Jane McKenna

Some of the instrumentalists
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An Anthem for St Mungo’s Day
.

Ladies:

Let Glasgow flourish by the preaching of the Word,
Let Glasgow flourish by the praising of his name.

All:

Let Glasgow flourish by the preaching of the Word,
Let Glasgow flourish by the praising of his name.
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Choir:
All:
Choir:
All:

I rejoiced when I heard him say: "Let us go to the House of God!
Now our feet are standing within your gates, within your gates now our feet are standing within your gates, Jerusalem.
Let Glasgow flourish by the preaching of the Word,
Let Glasgow flourish by the praising of his name.
For the peace of Jerusalem pray: "Peace be to your homes,
peace within your city walls"; for love of brethren and of friends
pray: "Peace be to your homes; may peace reign in your walls."
Let Glasgow flourish . . . .

Glasgow and Culross

According to the legend St Mungo was brought up at the Monastery in
Culross, near Kincardine Bridge in Fife. There has been a cordial
relationship between Glasgow and Culross for several years and when
Glasgow Churches Together visited Culross to mark the 14th centenary of St
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Mungo they were given a splendid welcome. In turn, prayers were said at the
service for the well-being of the community at Culross and the then Lord
Provost, Liz Cameron, gave a presentation plaque of the city’s Coat of Arms.
The St Mungo Singers presented the community with two bottle of St Mungo
wine and a copy of the St Mungo Cantata.
God, our loving Father,
You called Mungo from Culross to Glasgow
To live a life of prayer, devotion to your Word,
and hospitality to your people.
May we be like him in faithfulness to the Gospel,
and in our commitment to Jesus and his Kingdom of justice, love and peace.
With the patronage of St Mungo,
may the village in which he grew up and the city he founded
be communities in which everyone matters,
everyone has an honoured place,
and the dignity of each is assured by faith in you as Father of all.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN
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