
 1 

Carols for Peace at 7.00 in St Leo’s Church  
Sunday 5th Dec 2021 
 
 
Glasgow Churches Together with the Lord Provost of Glasgow’s Office 
and  the Community of St Leo the Great 
 

                                      
 
 

 
 
 
The City of Glasgow is twinned with the City of Bethlehem. For some 20 
years we have celebrated Carols for Peace at the City Chambers and have 
sent greetings and prayers from Glasgow to Bethlehem. The Lord Provost 
of Glasgow and the Mayor of Bethlehem will record this year’s greetings 
and prayers for peace at a later date and these will be added to the full 
version of Carols for Peace which will go out on social media on Sunday 
19th December 2021 
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The Prologue of St John 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, 

and everything was made through him that was made; 
in him was life and that life was the light of men, 
and that light shines now in the darkness. 
 
 

 
 
 
The light to all men had come to the world, 
and the world though made by him, did not know him. 
His own people knew him not, but to all who believed 
he gave power to become the children of God. 
Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God. 
You are with me always, you are my Lord. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
full of grace and truth; we've seen his glory. 
He is the only Son of God, who has given us himself,  
in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God. 
You are with me always, you are my Lord. 
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Welcome and prayer   The Rev Chris Foxon, Chair 
 

Father of us all,  the whole human family is yours, and you love all your children. 

We pray for the people of Bethlehem with which our city has a special bond, 

And we pause for a moment in silence to pray for people everywhere affected by 

violence and war. 
 
Together we say: 
 
We thank you for the heroism and goodness 

of so many who endure so much,  
and for everyone whose duty it is to protect the oppressed. 

We plead for guidance in our own times  
for those responsible for the safety of their peoples 
and we ask forgiveness and a change of heart  

for those who choose the paths of war.  Amen. 

 
 
Carol 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth; 
for Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
 
(Greeting to Bethlehem, twin city – Cllr Philip Braat, Lord Provost  
Greeting (and possibly a carol) from Bethlehem: Mayor of Bethlehem. 
To be recorded at a later date and broadcast on the 19th December) 
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A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 52.7. .   
 

How beautiful upon the mountains  are the feet of the messenger who announces 

peace,  who brings good news,  who announces salvation,  who says to Zion, “Your 

God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in 

plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you 

ruins of Jerusalem;  for the Lord has comforted his people,  he has redeemed 

Jerusalem.  The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations;  and all 

the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
 
Commentator:  In the psalm we join our voices with pilgrims going to the Holy City and 
praying for peace. 

 
 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord”, they said,   
Oh how great was our joy when we heard! 
Now our feet are set firm on Jerusalem's soil  
at the gates of the City of God, 
May the house of the Lord be at peace.  
 
 
For the city is blessed now with unity, 
all restored in its beauty and calm. 
Here the tribes of the Lord in their thousands have come  
to give thanks unto Israel's God. 
May the house of the Lord be at peace. 
 
For they come to sing praises and thanks to God, 
and, as pilgrims, obey his commands. 
In the city of justice where David has ruled 
they now pray for Jerusalem's peace. 
May the house of the Lord be at peace. 
 
 
In this city may wholeness and peace abound, 
in your houses and palaces, peace! 
For the sake of my friends and relatives here 
for the sake of God's House, pray, "Shalom". 
May the house of the Lord be at peace. 
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A reading from the Prophet Micah 5: 2       
 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,   

though you are small among the clans of Judah,   

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,   
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 
         
 

 

 

choir: O Holy Night 

 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining,  

It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth;  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  

'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.  

A thrill of hope the weary world1 rejoices,  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
 

Chorus Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices!  

O night divine! O night when Christ was born.  

O night, O holy night, O night divine.  

 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming;  

With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand:  

So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,  

Here come the wise men from Orient land,  

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger,  
In all our trials born to be our friend;  
 

Chorus He knows our need,  

To our weakness no stranger!2  

Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!  
Behold your King! your King! before him bend! 

https://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/o_holy_night.htm#Note01
https://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/o_holy_night.htm#Note02
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke    
 
While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth.  
And she gave birth to her firstborn son;  
and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger,  
because there was no room for them in the inn.  
In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  
And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them,  
and the glory of the Lord shone around them;  
and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  
for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior,  
who is Christ the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there appeared with the angel  
a multitude of the heavenly host  
praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” 
 
 
 
Harp  
 
 
A Christmas Poem by Josephine Neill  
recited by Leo Tetteh, St Denis’s Primary School 
 
 
Commentator:  Before our intercessions, we sing Silent Night in solidarity with families 
for whom there is ‘no room at the inn, wherever they are. 
 
 
Silent night, holy night.  All is calm, all is bright, 
round yon virgin mother and child; holy infant so tender and mild: 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Silent night, holy night. Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia: 
Christ, the Saviour is born, Christ, the Saviour is born. 
 
Silent night, holy night. Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace: 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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Intercessions  
 
As citizens of Glasgow, we stand together and pray for our city.  We remember the 

City Council and all those who work for the services that we depend upon and 

which strive to make Glasgow a welcoming city.  We pray for refugees  that they 

find peace and security here.   Lord, hear us: Lord graciously hear us 

 

Dear Lord, for nearly two years now we have lived under the shadow of a world-
wide pandemic.  Nearly everyone will have lost acquaintances or a close friend and 
some even close members of their families.  Grant, we pray comfort and peace to 
those who will be finding this time of Christmas celebration unusually difficult. 
Lord, hear us: Lord graciously hear us 
 

 
We are proud that our city has hosted COP26.      In particular, we remember with 
pride the part played by young people in expressing their fears and hopes for a 
future that is largely theirs.  We pray that their vigour and enthusiasm may be a 
catalyst for change and for making governments fulfil the promises that they have 
made at that conference. Lord, hear us: Lord graciously hear us 
 

 

Lord, we recognise that our worries and fears within this city and this country as a 

whole pale into insignificance compared with the suffering in areas of conflict in our 

world today.  Earnestly we pray for the people in those areas, in particular the 

civilians caught in the crossfire of hate.  We think especially of the people of 

Afghanistan.  Lord, hear us: Lord graciously hear us 

 

 
At this time of Christmas, our thoughts turn to the little town of Bethlehem which 

once gave hope to the world but which today remains a site of bitter 

misunderstanding and conflict.  We pray that peace and prosperity may be restored 

to our Saviour’s birthplace.  Lord, hear us: Lord graciously hear us 
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Choir:  Shepherd’s Farewell – Hector Berlioz   
 
Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib,the stable bare, 
Babe all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share. 
Loving father, loving mother shelter thee with tender care. 
 
Blessed Jesus, we implore thee with humble love and holy fear. 
In the land that lies before thee forget not us who, linger here. 
May the shepherd’s lowly calling ever to thy heart be dear. 
 
Blessed are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild!   
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! 
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild. 
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All: Love Came Down at Christmas 
 
Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign. 
 
Worship we the Godhead, Love Incarnate, Love Divine; 
Worship we our Jesus: But wherewith for sacred sign? 
 
Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign. 
 
 
Blessing – by the Clergy  
 
When the Son of God came to us as man,  
then the light of the world was born.  
May the God of all goodness fill your hearts with holiness.  Amen. 
 
God sent angels to the shepherds to proclaim the saviour’s birth: 
May he fill you with joy and delight in the good news.  Amen. 
 
When the Word became man, earth was joined to heaven. 
May the Saviour give you peace and good will with all God’s children.   Amen 
 
May Almighty God bless you, The Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come, ye, O come , ye, to Bethlehem.  

Come and adore him born the king of angels.  

O Come let us adore him, O come let us adore him.  
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

 
Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine,  
gestant puellae viscera; 

Deum verum, genitum non factum.    

Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,   
Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
sing all ye citizens of heaven above.  
Glory to God in the highest:   O come let us adore him…. 
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There will be an opportunity to support the Lord Provost’s Fund 
for Children as you leave the church at the end of the Carol 
Service. 
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