
Vespers of Our Lady  
 
Marking the presence and service of the Sisters of Notre Dame in 
Dumbarton for more than a century. 
 
 
Sisters and friends assembled in St. Michael's Church, Dumbarton on the 

evening of Friday 14th September for Vespers of Our Lady.  

 

 
 

As we gathered Dr Noel Donnelly alternated Harp music with the choir’s 

singing of the Arcadelt ‘Ave Maria’ and his own setting of Mary the Dawn: 

 
Mary the Dawn and Christ the Light of Day, 
Mary the Gate and Christ the Heav'nly Way, 
Mary the Root and Christ the Mystic Vine, 
Mary the Grape and Christ the Sacred Vine, 
Mary the Beacon, Christ the Haven's Rest, 
Mary the Mirror, Christ the Vision Blest. 

 

 

 



The music was led by the St. Mungo Singers of the Archdiocese of Glasgow 

whose members include Sisters Maureen Coyle and Patricia Graham as well 

as several former pupils of Notre Dame High School, Clerkhill, Dumbarton.  

 

As Mgr Clancy and the servers approached the sanctuary to light the ‘evening 

candles’ the choir sang Geoffrey Shaw’s lovely setting of an ancient hymn:  

Hail, Gladdening Light  and then led the gathering in prayer: 

 
Jesus Christ, risen in glory, You are the light of the world: 
the light no darkness can over come. 
Stay with us now for it is evening, 
And the day is almost over. 
Let your light scatter the darkness, 
And shine among your people here. 

 

The congregation and choir stood for a resounding rendition of ‘Hail, Queen of 

Heaven,’   before sitting for the 2 psalms 

Psalm 116: From the rising of the sun to its setting great is the name of the 

Lord. 

And Psalm 115: I will walk in the presence of God. 

The Canticle was taken from Brother Stephen E Smyth’s version of  

Ephesians 1: 3-10  ‘We bless the God and father of Jesus’ and the Magnificat 

was Noel Donnelly’s setting named after a local place-name (Dalreoch) 

 

After the short reading, Monsignor Clancy, parish priest , offered much food 

for thought in his gently paced reflection.  And  Sr Helen provided us with 

appropriate intercessions: 

  
O God you chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus and mother of the Church; 

- Bless all who follow her example and bring Christ to the world. 
We sing: Hail, Mary, full of grace.  The Lord is with you. 
 
Mary lived the mystery of Jesus and followed him to the cross; 

- Give us the faith to follow you all the days of our life 
We sing: Hail, Mary, full of grace.  The Lord is with you. 
 
Mary’s glory is her union with God’s will; 

- Through her intercession may we always do what is pleasing to you 
We sing: Hail, Mary, full of grace.  The Lord is with you. 
 
Mary, holds a special place in the lives of the Sisters of Notre Dame 

- May they continue to strive to grow “in the spirit of Mary, the virtue of 
Mary, the strength and power of Mary” 



We sing: Hail, Mary, full of grace.  The Lord is with you. 
 
Through the intercession of Mary, Gate of Heaven, we pray for all who have 
died: 

- We remember especially those Sisters of Notre Dame who strove to 
witness to God’s Goodness by their presence and ministry in 
Dumbarton in the past one hundred and four years. 

We sing: Hail, Mary, full of grace.  The Lord is with you. 
 

 

Afterwards, all enjoyed refreshments in the parish hall.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


