
The 2012 Passion Play:    
Our Lady of the Rosary Primary School 
in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Cardonald, Glasgow 
 

 
 

 
 
 Clearly, such an involved enterprise took many weeks of intense 
preparation but how worth while it all was!  The quality of the 
soloists, the Narrator, the Christ, Peter, Caiaphas, Pontius Pilate, 
Simon of Cyrene, and Veronica was outstanding ( and this ‘Christ’ 
apparently never opened his mouth in song before if he could 
avoid it!), and the choruses of Apostles, Soldiers, Priests, the ‘who 
touched you’ group, and the money-changers, and the 
Gethsemane Crowd, and the witnesses did really well.   

                   
 

Gerry Fitzpatrick writes: Lent and Holy 
Week are times when Christians are 
privileged to be involved in particularly 
evocative liturgies.  This year for some 
reason I found the Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter liturgies especially moving, and 
the devotional extra services put on 
locally   (ecumenical Morning Prayer,  
ecumenical Stations of the Cross, and 
the annual Passover) added an extra 
dimension.  However, one of the most 
attractive and significant  highlights of 
Lent (and of Lentfest) this year was 
without doubt the Passion Play 
performed by Primary 7 children of Our 
Lady of the Rosary Primary School in 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church and the 21st 
and 22nd March. 
 



 
For some odd reason I particularly enjoyed the chorus of Jewish 
Chief Priests – maybe it was their tall hats and their very definite 
stage ‘presence!’ And the ‘money-changers had a glint in their 
eyes! 
 

       
 
 

 
 
The music was lovely, very accessible – as the clip above 
illustrates - yet effective and thoroughly prepared. The simple 
accompaniments  were excellent played.   The lighting was well 
thought out, though sometimes a little more light would have made 
the taking of photographs possible.  
 
Some of the music need not be confined to the Passion Play itself, 
and  perhaps we will hear of schools using excerpts such as the 
Last Supper song on other service occasions:   
 

 
 



  
Jim Thomson wrote in the introduction to the performance booklet: “This 
version of St Matthew’s Passion evolved from being a ten-minute School 
Assembly piece to the format you will see this evening, first set down in 
manuscript form in 1992 when its composer (Jim Thomson) was 
Headteacher at St Paul’s Primary in the east end of Glasgow .  
 
The play follows Christ’s journey from his triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday, through the scattering of the money-changers in the 
Temple to the Last Supper. 
 
There are some parts of the play where the ‘mood’ is such that you 
might not want to clap.  The cast are ready for this as it shows they have 
done their job well…. And you can make up for it at the end!”  
 
The class teachers, Mrs Mathewson and Miss Yuill deserve our 
warmest congratulations for their achievement in motivating and 
supporting their young stars, and Headteacher Laura McLean must be 
justly proud.    
 

           
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Jim Thomson himself took great delight in seeing how the enthusiastic 
cast were enthralled in what they were doing and how they managed to 
communicate it to the attentive audience of all ages.  Two of the cast 
from the original St Paul’s Primary version were able to be there, and 
they much enjoyed seeing how it has developed.  And Anne Donaghy, 
the headmistress who asked Jim to do the original assembly in the 80s, 
was at this year's Passion Play: she's the 'granny' of Simon of Cyrene! 
Well done, everyone!   
 
Other schools may be inspired to follow suit and get that extra 
something out of Lent and Holy Week for the children and their families.   
 
 
Our Holy Week liturgy is well designed and imaginative but ‘Passion 
Plays’ and their like give another dimension which can enable the young 
to feel that they are part of what happened so long ago and it is 
something real!   As St Leo the Great said nearly 1600 years ago: ‘All 
that the Son of God did and taught for the world’s reconciliation is not for 
us simply a matter of past history. Here and now we experience his 
power at work among us…….. 
 
Jim Thomson has made the score available in PDF form and it can 
be accessed with a click on the file below. 
 

 


