
Glasgow Song 
St Paul’s Primary School, Whiteinch. 
 

 
 
 
‘Glasgow my home and my city Glasgow,  may your light ever shine, 
Wherever I go I think of you In my heart you’ll always be mine’ 
 
The fish and the ring in the river The bell and the bird in the tree 
Our city will flourish for ever St Mungo so dear to me. 
Oh Glasgow, Glasgow, you are there for me, 
Glasgow, Glasgow, I’ll be there for you. 
 
 
Warmest congratulations are due to Martin Hardie and his staff at st Paul’s 
Primary School in Whiteinch.  With all that is already involved in school life, in 
new developments such as  the Curriculum for Excellence and  the new RE 
Syllabus, and with increasing numbers of children from a broader ethnic  
background, the school has achieved something very special in their 
‘Glasgow Song.’ 
 
 
In May 2010 St Paul’s Primary school, Whiteinch  got involved in a song 
writing project.    Headteacher Martin Hardie is warmly enthusiastic about the 
work of Marie Warrington assisted  by Laura McGhee and Phil Ferns.   Staff 
wanted a community and school project and it became a song!  And what a 
song – it ‘still brings an emotional response and a tear to my eye’ said Martin. 
 
Marie comes from a strong musical background and for some years has 
worked on music development in the curriculum in the school.  Laura and Phil 
had already worked with the children on the ‘One Scotland’ project.    This 
project was only meant to be about the experience of writing a song and they 
were blown away by what they actually managed to produce.  



Laura McGhee and Phil Ferns came in after Christmas and with Marie they 
produced the 1st verse and encouraged  the children to think about what they 
could suggest, and so they came back to school next day with all sorts of 
ideas.   With class teacher Lisa Brown,  they watched the modelling of it, and 
then wrote  the ideas on the smart board, moved them around, and ‘re-
shuggled’ them for more lyrics.  It was fascinating to see how children from 
vastly different ethnic backgrounds, who have not yet had the time to ‘feel’ 
that they are now ‘Scottish,’ were able to get involved and clearly feel very 
much that they are Glaswegians! 
 
People in Glasgow are much more aware of its origins because of the 
attention given to St Mungo in recent years.  School projects have included a 
study of the city’s Motto – seen here in the graphic: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The growth of interest in Mungo has prompted and been enriched by the ‘St 
Mungo’s Bairns Celebration,’ by the ‘St Mungo Festival’ and this year by the 
celebrations of the 14th centenary of City and Saint. 
 

 
 
 



Following a performance of the song at the ‘St Mungo’s Bairns Celebration in 
the City Chambers in January 2011’ the school realised that they had 
something special and so a recording was made  and has been made 
available to schools throughout the city.  Its now on the Go Glasgow website – 
sheet music, simple chords and some simple accompaniments.  Since then 
the children have performed the song at ‘The Molendinar Awards’ in the City 
Chambers in January 2012, and at the 14th centenary St Mungo Dinner in 
March.  
 
The song has become so popular that it is hoped that the children of  Glasgow 
might use the song at the opening ceremony of the Commonwealth Games.  
The school is singing at the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, in early July at a 
celebration in George Square, and hopefully they will lead lots of other 
children in singing it at the end of the Cantata ‘St Mungo’ which is being 
planned for November 2012. 
 
It is a pity that the children who actually wrote the song are now at the end of 
1st year in 2ndary school and didn’t manage to be so involved this year – 
though they are so proud of it.   However, some have been involved in this 
year’s performances and are keen to take part in those lying ahead! 
 
 
 


