A Man for Europe

John Duns Scotus

A Schools Cantata
by Sean Fitzgerald and Gerry Fitzpatrick
with a song by Stephen Eric Smyth

Glasgow Schools with Music Students from Glasgow University and
the Conservatoire celebrate one of Scotland’s greatest gifts to
Europe.
Sponsored by the Archdiocesan Music Committee, Glasgow, and by
Churches Together with the support of the Glasgow Educational and
Marshall Trust.
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John Duns Scotus
John Duns Scotus was born about 1265 at Duns in southern
Scotland, and lived during those war-torn years when Scotland had to
struggle to be free.
He went to school in Haddington, and joined the Franciscans – men
who lived like St Francis of Assisi.
He studied in North Uist, then at Oxford, and he taught in Paris and
finally from 1307 in Cologne. He was a very prayerful man, and had
a special devotion to Mary, the Mother of Jesus.
John was very highly thought of - the ‘brain of Europe’ - and he was
asked for guidance by the Scottish political leaders. He refused to be
bullied by Philip the Fair, the King of France, and moved to Cologne
where he died on 8th November 1308.
Born in Scotland, studied in England, taught in France and died in
Germany – truly ‘A Man for Europe.’

Above: the stained glass – Potuit, decuit, ergo fecit
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Below: The Friary ruins at Carinish in North Uist

Dancers from St Catherine’s Primary, Balornock
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The violinists from St Joseph’s Primary, Milngavie
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The Cantata script
As the Procession gathers
Caitlin the Harpist and the B. Ed Music Choir play and sing.
Opening Hymn: Highland Cathedral led by St Clare’s Primary with a
Book Bearer from Golfhill Primary. who also reads the 1st 3 lines of the prayer
when the book is in place.
God, our Creator, hear us sing in praise,
God, always tender. God who knows our ways.
God, always present, God who really cares.
We offer thanks for all the love you share.
We sing in praise for the great gifts you give:
all of creation, ev'rything that lives,
glories of nature, our own time on earth,
sending your Son among us proves our worth.
Loud is our praise as we sing of you,
one with people of faith, ancient and new.
Bless us afresh with your grace, we pray.
Help us witness your love today.
Thanks for the blessings of the talents, skills,
fam’lies and friendships by which lives are filled.
Thanks for the graces, gifts you spread so wide:
those that the world sees and those deep inside.
Even in hard times we can praise your name.
You’re always with us, loving just the same.
Sickness or sorrow, loneliness or doubt,
help us remember your hand reaches out.
Loud is our praise as we sing of you,
one with people of faith, ancient and new.
Bless us afresh with your grace, we pray.
Help us witness your love today.
Loud is our praise as we sing of you,
One with people of faith, ancient and new.
Bless us afresh with your grace, we pray.
Help us witness your love today.
God, our Creator, hear us in sing in praise,
God, always tender. God who knows our ways.
God, always present, God who really cares.
We offer thanks for all the love you share.
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The book is put in place and the reader begins:
Welcome in English: Alexandra Parade Primary
Welcome in French: St Brigid’s Primary
Welcome: Rev David Sinclair, Wellington Church
Reading : by St John Paul 2nd Primary
‘Think of the love the Father has lavished on us
by letting us be called God’s children. And that is what we are.”

Our Father in Scots language – St Martha’s Primary
Oor Faither in heaven,
Hallow be thy name.
Thy Kingdom cume,
Thy will be dune
On the yird as in heivin.
Gie us oor breid
For this incomin’ day,
Forgie us the wrangs we hae wrocht
As we hae forgien the wrangs we hae dreed,
An’ say us na savlie
But sauf us frae the Ill Ane
Gin ye forgie ither fowk their fauts
Yer heivinlie faither
Will e’en forgie ye yer fauts
But gin ye forgiena ithers
God widna forgie ye yer fauts naetherin

Narrator: Our Lady of the Missions:
No 2: Brother Joseph - Trinity High School

No 3: dancers St Ninian’s Primary
No 4 St Monica’s and solo and 5: St Denis’ Primary and solo
No 6: St Ann’s Primary with solo ‘monk’ from St Ann’s
No 6a: Psalm 68 St Paul’s Primary
No 7: Scotus song – Our Lady of the Missions with soloist
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(Harp or instrumental music

Dancers St Ninian’s
Intercessions: led by St Saviour’s

Intercession: 1 Rosary 2 Alexandra Parade Primary;
3 St Clare’s Primary 4 St Paul’s Primary
Sung Our Father: led by St Saviour’s Primary
Band Music: Procession with donation for ‘Medecins sens Frontieres’

Child to say thanks to everyone

St John Paul 2nd Pr

Short acceptance by representative of MSF
Bailie representing the Lord Provost
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David Wallace GCT

Child to say thanks to everyone Golfhill
Final ‘John Duns Scotus’ led by St Brigid’s

Introduction to the Cantata - for St Ann’s
John Duns Scotus was born about 1265 at Duns in southern Scotland, and lived
during those war-torn years when Scotland had to struggle to be free..
He went to school in Haddington, and joined the Franciscans – men who lived
like St Francis of Assisi.
He studied in North Uist, then at Oxford, and he taught in Paris
and finally in Cologne.
He was a very prayerful man,
and had a special devotion to Mary, the Mother of Jesus.
He was very highly thought of - the ‘brain of Europe’ - and he was asked for
guidance by the Scottish political leaders.
He refused to be bullied by Philip the Fair, the King of France, and moved to
Cologne where he died on 8th November 1308.
Born in Scotland, studied in England, taught in France and died in Germany –
truly ‘A Man for Europe.’
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Our Cantata begins with Scotus as a boy taking part in the annual pilgrimage
From Whitekirk to Haddington.
It then moves to Paris and involves the King of France and his daughter.
Finally it settles in Cologne with the new Emperor.

Cantata: No 1.
Narrator, Sophia Cameron: We begin with The annual Pilgrimage
from Whitekirk to Haddington in East Lothian in honour of the Three
Wise Men.
Children in procession as peasants, townspeople, travellers, religious, people of all
sorts. All the schools sing the refrain: ‘Gold and Frankincense’ while Our Lady of the
Rosary Primary leads the schools in singing the verses accompanied by the band.
Scene 1: The Pilgrimage.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, these are precious things.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and myrrh, gifts for the King, the King of Kings.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, brought by the Three Wise Men,
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh to the stable at Bethlehem.
Verse 1
We are celebrating God’s wisdom in a boy, both what he sought
and what he’d found and how it brought him joy.
Johnnie was this Scottish lad, from Duns near Haddington.
He went to school, he played his games, his life was full of fun.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, these are precious things.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and myrrh, gifts for the King, the King of Kings.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, brought by the Three Wise Men,
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh to the stable at Bethlehem.
Verse 2
Johnnie’s fam’ly travelled upon a pilgrimage;
for him it was a holiday he spent with friends his age.
They sang and played and marched along to pibbroch, pipe, and drum,
and though the time passed by so fast they prayed sometimes as well.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, these are precious things.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and myrrh, gifts for the King, the King of Kings.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, brought by the Three Wise Men,
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh to the stable at Bethlehem.
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Verse 3
At the annual pilgrimage, young Johnnie had the job
of carrying the frankincense, to make it swing and bob.
There he’d meet his uncle, a friend from Dumfries –
his name was Joe, a friendly monk always a man of peace.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, these are precious things.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and myrrh, gifts for the King, the King of Kings.
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh, brought by the Three Wise Men,
Gold and Frankincense, Gold and Myrrh to the stable at Bethlehem.

No. 2. Uncle Joseph.
Uncle Joseph, from Trinity High School, comes forward during the instrumental link,
and some children sit around him.
Our Lady of the Rosary children sing the question, Uncle Joseph leads in the three
verses of answer, all the children sing the 4th verse: ‘France and Scotland’.

Uncle Joseph, tell us of this pilgrimage that we are travelling;
how the Wise Men saw the star and set out on their way.
Verse 1. (Uncle Joseph
“I have travelled over Europe, a wand’ring Friar is meant to get about
helping people know that God is still with them.
Frankincense, a sign of faith, is as smoke which rises in the air
just as prayer is lifted up before the face of God.
Verse 2.
Wise Men were such busy people with lots to do and lots to think about,
yet they always knew that God was on their side.
They would kneel and say their prayers to him,
knowing each night he watched over them,
taking great delight in knowing that he’s there .
Verse 3.
Children, you must think of God each day,
talk to him as Jesus told us to,
knowing that our Father listens with great care.
So bring your gifts of prayer to Bethlehem,
join the kings and all the friends with them,
give the baby lying there your Frankincense.
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Verse 4.
France and Scotland, Spain and Germany,
Ireland, Italy and Sicily, England, Lithuania and Portugal.
People look to God in ev’ry need, seeing that he cares for ev’ry one,
singing, dancing, giving him his rightful place.
The Narrator speaks :
‘Uncle Joseph, we would like to know so much more about these famous men. Maybe
you can tell us more when journey’s at an end.
The Band plays music preparing for the Dancers.

Scene 2 No 3
Narrator: Children from St Ninian’s Primary School, Knightswood, dance as the
children danced at Notre Dame Cathedral awaiting King Philip, known as Philip the
Fair.
The Dancers

No 4 and 5: Oh what a joy: led by St Monica’s and St Denis’s Primaries
Narrator: the King of France at that time was known as Philip the Fair – because
he was really very unfair! He had a problem with power – and wanted more of it.
Oh what a joy to be a king, allowed to do just any thing!
To strut about with lots of gold no adult shouting “ Don’t be bold!”
O what a buzz to be a king, to ride white horses, wear a ring!
Allowed to do just what you like, no adult saying “On your bike!”
Oh what a laugh to be a king, ev’ryone jumping when you ring,
and since a king’s so highly bred, no adult cries “Get you to bed!”
O what a lark to be a king, to sing and dance a Highland Fling.
And you can lie in bed each day and you can eat what comes your way!
King Philip: I am Philip, King of France.
Chorus: He is a bully boy given a chance!
King Philip: I am not satisfied! One kingdom’s not enough!
Chorus: He wants all Europe at his command!
King Philip
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Come here Scotus, the man I need!
Gold and my daughter’s hand will bring you to my command!
I’ll be the master of Europe!
Chorus
He thinks he’ll use our Scot, but some things just can’t be bought!
Tyrants and bullies are out of date!
Chorus: More slowly
Wise, wise, wise were the Three Wise Kings
who brought their gold to the stable bare.
They saw gold as a gift indeed to be used for those they found in any need.
Foolish, foolish Philip like Herod!
He thought gold was his to possess;
he couldn’t see that all God gives is to help all people to be friends.
Wise, wise, wise were the Three Wise Kings
Who brought their gold to the stable bare.
They saw gold as a gift indeed to be used for those they found in any need.
Faithful, faithful, Scotus and Frances
They kept true to what they believed.
They chose to serve the King of Kings and defied the selfish king.
Wise, wise wise were the Three Wise Kings
Who brought their gold to the stable bare.
They saw gold as a gift indeed to be used for those they found in any need.
Narrator:
I must tell you about Cologne, the great city on the Rhine in Germany, and about the
medieval Empire:
In the 13th century, there was still a Roman Emperor in the East based on the city of
Constantinople, now called Istanbul.
For his coronation people used to sing ‘Christus vincit’ – which means Christ has
Conquered. So that song was sometimes used in the West at the coronation of the Holy
Roman Emperor – to remind him that he was only the Emperor – and was not God.
This scene takes place near the Tomb of the Three Wise Men in Cologne Cathedral.
Scotus and his brother Franciscans are back from the tomb awaiting the arrival of the
new Emperor who is coming to pray at the tomb that he will rule the Holy Roman
Empire with justice and wisdom. A page leads in the Emperor Albrecht who is
accompanied by the Knights Templar as they sing
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Scene 3 No 6 Entry of the Emperor Albrecht: Cologne Cathedral
The band introduces the music:
St Ann’s Primary lead us first on their own:
Christus vincit Christus regnat Christus, Christus imperat.
Then with everyone:
Christus vincit Christus regnat Christus, Christus imperat.
Christus vincit Christus regnat Christus, Christus imperat.
St Ann’s sing the introduction to the Emperor’s psalm:
God, our Father and our guide, you know the longings of our hearts;
listen to our Emperor’s prayer: bless the people with your peace.

St Paul’s, Whiteinch lead The Emperor’s Prayer: Psalm 68
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord. Turn to me in your goodness.
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord, turn to me in your love.
Chorus
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord. Turn to me in your goodness.
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord, turn to me in your love.
1
This is my prayer to you, my heartfelt prayer to you:
in your love, Lord, answer me, with a help that never fails,
in your kindness answer, in compassion turn to me.
Chorus
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord. Turn to me in your goodness.
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord, turn to me in your love.
2
In poverty and pain, your help will lift me up.
I will praise your name in song, glorify and give you thanks.
In your kindness answer, in compassion turn to me.
Chorus
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord. Turn to me in your goodness.
Hear my prayer, answer me, Lord, turn to me in your love.
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Scene 3: No 7
Our Lady of the Missions lead us in Scotus’s reflection
With soloist Joe Forrest
Wisdom, wisdom, Gift of God, Wisdom!
Wisdom the treasure hid, pearl of great price!
Wisdom, wisdom gift of God, Wisdom beacon beckoning and blazing,
Wisdom of God!
Verse 1

Haddington taught me love of God in prayer;
Paris taught Love of God, living in the poor;
Now what will the Wise Men teach me in Cologne?
Chorus
Wisdom, wisdom, Gift of God, Wisdom!
Wisdom the treasure hid, pearl of great price!
Wisdom, wisdom gift of God, Wisdom beacon beckoning and blazing,
Wisdom of God!
Verse 2

Myrrh they offered last of all to the Holy Child.
Myrrh they gave the Saviour, sign of life to come;
Through the cross Jesus won life for ev’ry one.
Wisdom is to thank him for his gifts to me
most of all the gift of wisdom, given me for all.
Chorus
Wisdom, wisdom, Gift of God, Wisdom!
Wisdom the treasure hid, pearl of great price!
Wisdom, wisdom gift of God, Wisdom beacon beckoning and blazing,
Wisdom of God!
Intercessions led by St Saviour’s:
“John Duns Scotus was a teacher, a wise man, a holy man
and a thinker.
We ask God that we all may learn from him.”
Our Lady of the Rosary Primary:
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1 John Duns Scotus was admired as a teacher:
we pray for our schools, for the young people that they serve,
And for the families, teachers and staff who support them.
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us
Alexandra Parade Primary
2 John Duns Scotus was esteemed as a wise man:
We pray for guidance for our governments in Edinburgh and London,
so that all our people may live in peace and prosperity.
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us
St Clare’s Primary
3 John Duns Scotus was honoured as a holy man :
we pray that, like him,
we may have a sense of God’s love for all God’s children.
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us
St Paul’s Primary
4 John Duns Scotus was famous as a ‘thinker’
one who tried to help people understand human dignity.
we pray that people everywhere
will be guided by a sense of justice and generosity.
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us
Sung Our Father: led by St Saviour’s Primary
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of tgrial and deliver us from evil
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
Now and for ever.
Amen.

Clarsach music by Caitlin accompanies the Procession (led by Scotus, the King, the
Emperor…….with donation for ‘Medecins sens Frontieres’

15

Short acceptance by representative of Medecins sens Frontieres’ Pete Masters
First Child to say thanks to everyone
St John Paul 2nd Primary
Second Child to say thanks to everyone
Golfhill Primary
Bailie representing the Lord Provost
Fr David Wallace, Chair of Glasgow Churches Together
Final ‘John Duns Scotus’ led by St Brigid’s Primary
John Duns Scotus, son of Scotland, England, France and Germany,
Known and loved across the nations, this is how we all should be.
John, Franciscan, theologian, teacher of philosophy,
‘Subtle Doctor’, using logic as he sought to help us see.
God’s will and our human freedom are the keys to understand:
It is love that is the essence, all creation shows God’s hand.
John Duns Scotus, monk and scholar, thought beyond old boundaries.
Faith and logic, love and wisdom: bless us with such gifts as these.
Europe of the Middle Ages may now seem a dusty page,
Yet the quest for God and meaning is as fresh in our own age.
John saw clear the role of Mary, Jesus’ Mother without sin:
She was born so, out of God’s will, through the grace of Christ our King.
!
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A Morning Prayer
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Blessed John Duns Scotus
8th November

!

I bow my knees: Canticle from Ephesians
I bow my knees before the Lord our God.
Each fam'ly comes from God:
The Spirit strengthen yours with inner power.
May Christ dwell in your hearts!
May you be filled now, filled with the fullness of God.
May you be filled now, filled with the fullness of God.
The Spirit strengthen you with inner power.
May Christ dwell in your hearts.
By faith may you be rooted and based in love
and know the love of Christ.
May you be filled now, filled with the fullness of God.
May you be filled now, filled with the fullness of God.
Let us pray
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God our Father,
You called John Duns Scotus to serve you
in the simplicity of life of the Franciscans
and in the search for understanding.
May we be encouraged to follow Christ more faithfully
as we see both simplicity and wisdom in Blessed John.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

I trusted when I felt afflicted, I walk in the sight of the Lord,
And even in the face of death, I will walk in the presence of God.
I will walk in the presence of God.
Your servant, Lord, is ever trusting. My bonds you have loosened
with care I offer thanks and sacrifice, I will walk in the presence of
God.I will walk in the presence of God.
My vows to God I keep with gladness, I dwell in the house of my
Lord. My promises I will fulfill. I will walk in the presence of God.
I will walk in the presence of God.
Glory to the Father, glory to the Son,
glory to the Holy Spirit both now and for ever. Amen.
I will walk in the presence of God.
Short reading
2 Corinthians 12:9-10
I shall be very happy to make my weaknesses my special boast so
that the power of Christ may stay over me, and that is why I am quite
content with my weaknesses, and with insults, hardships,
persecutions, and the agonies I go through for Christ’s sake. For it is
when I am weak that I am strong.
Canticle
Benedictus 4
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And you, my child, are favoured by the Most High:
you shall be called a prophet of our God.
You shall go forth as herald from the Lord,
and shall prepare the ways on which he comes.
You shall make known the wonders of salvation
to everyone called chosen by the Lord.

Prayers and Intercessions
Let us raise our eyes to Christ.
For his people he was born; he died; he rose from the dead.
We trust in him, and pray:
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Blessed are you, Jesus, saviour of mankind.
By your death and resurrection we are redeemed.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
You promised to give water welling up into eternal life:
pour out your Spirit over the whole human family..
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
You sent your disciples to preach the Good News to the nations:
help us all to be glad of the gift of faith.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
John Duns Scotus grew up in our own country.
Let all our children thirst like him for knowledge and understanding.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven . . . . . . . .
Let us pray
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Lord God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls,
who gave blessed John Duns Scotus to your people
to strengthen them by his teaching
and encourage them by his example,
grant that we may always rejoice in the faith which he taught
and follow in the way he walked.
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.
Amen.

May the Lord bless us and keep us from all harm;
and may he lead us to eternal life.
Amen

Canticle: I bow my knees. A version of Ephesians 3: 14-19: and Ps 115 Words and music © Noel
Donnelly. Benedictus: words © Stephen E Smyth; music © Gerry Fitzpatrick.
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