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Forthcoming  events of ecumenical and wider interest: 
 
To mark the Celtic Connections Festival and welcome  
visitors to Glasgow there is a Mass of our Celtic Roots, at 
4 p.m. in St Aloysius, Garnethill on Sunday 31st January. 
Mgr Paul Conroy will be principal concelebrant, and the 
preacher will be Fr John Gannon of St Albert’s, 
Pollokshields.   All welcome 

Ecumenical Vespers of St John Ogilvie: 9th March at 7.00 
incorporating the blessing of the new Icon of St John 
Ogilvie by Archbishop Philip Tartaglia. 

 



I. Gathering  

Processional Hymn Stand 

We bless the God and Father Canticle Ephesians 1: 3-10 
 
We bless the God and Father of Jesus  
for he has blessed us freely in Christ.  
He chose to lavish spiritual blessings from highest heaven.  
All this through Christ. 
 
Long before founding all of creation, 
God made his plan and chose us in Christ,  
that we be holy, blameless and loving, children adopted.  
All this through Christ. 
 
God's will is always that we might love him,  
source of all graces, witnessed in Christ; love manifested,  
gift of redemption, pardon for sinners.  
All this through Christ. 
 
Out of his wisdom God chose to tell us 
his loving purpose set forth in Christ:: 
time has it’s fullness; God and creation   
will be united. All this through Christ. 

Those leading the celebration enter and may carry a Bible, light 
and salt.  

Words of welcome  

Leader Dear friends in Christ, we gather together in this service of 
prayer for unity, to thank God for the dignity of our Christian 
vocation, described in the words of St. Peter:  

“ You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light”.  

We pray this year with the Christians of Latvia, who have prepared 
this service in the hope that we may grow in our communion with 
our Lord Jesus Christ and with all our brothers and sisters.  

An informal welcome may also be offered.  



II. Prayers for the Holy Spirit  

Leader  
Holy Spirit, gift of the Father through his Son, Jesus Christ,  
dwell in us all,  open our hearts  
and help us to listen to your voice.  
All Holy Spirit, come upon us.  

Leader  
Holy Spirit, Divine Love, source of unity and holiness,  
show us the love of God.  
All Holy Spirit, come upon us.  

Leader  
Holy Spirit, Fire of Love, purify us,  
removing all divisions in our hearts, in our communities and in the 
world, and so make us one in Jesus’ name.  
All Holy Spirit, come upon us.  

Leader  
Holy Spirit, strengthen our faith in Jesus,  
truly divine and truly human, 
who carried our sins of division to the Cross 
and brought us to communion in his Resurrection.  
All Holy Spirit, come upon us.  

Leader Father, Son and Holy Spirit, dwell in us  
that we may become a communion of love and holiness.  
Make us one in you, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
All Amen.  

 

Cantor  Bear with one another in love and charity,  
be humble, be patient, be selfless, be as one. 
There is one Lord, one faith, one Baptism,  
there is one God who is Father of all. 

 



III. Prayers of Reconciliation Sit  

Leader God invites us to reconciliation and holiness.  
Let us turn our minds, hearts and bodies to receive the grace of 
reconciliation on the way to holiness.  

Leader Lord, you created us in your own image. 
Forgive us when we do not honour your image in us  
and the world that you gave us. 
 

 

 Leader  
Jesus, you invite us to be perfect  
as our heavenly Father is perfect.  
Forgive us when we fail to be holy,to be people of integrity 
and to respect human rights and dignity.  

 

Leader  
Lord of life, not of death, of peace, not of war  
of light, not of darkness 
forgive us when we become instruments of war, death and 
injustice  
and fail to build a community of love. 
 

 

Leader Merciful God, 
fill us with your grace and holiness 
Make us apostles of love wherever we go.  
This we pray through Christ, our Lord. All Amen. 

 



V. An Act of Commitment to Be Salt and Light  

Leader 

We have listened to the Holy Word of God which we honour and 
treasure, We will carry this Word out into the world, 
For we are joined in one mission, 
To be Salt of the Earth, to be Light to the World,  
And to proclaim the Lord’s mighty acts. 
 
As a sign of this common mission in which we share, we invite you 
to come forward to light an individual candle from this one flame. 
These will remain lit until after the service. 
 
As you return to your seat, we invite you to taste a small pinch of 
salt and to reflect upon the words of our Lord, who compared us to 
the salt of the earth.  

Leader As God’s adopted children, aware of our call to mission, let 
us raise our prayers 
and affirm our desire to be a holy people of God.  

 

Silence  

 

VI Prayers of Hope  

 Leader Gracious God, transform our hearts, our families, 
our communities and our society.  
All Make all your people holy and one in Christ.  

Leader Water of life, quench the thirst that exists in our society,  
the thirst for dignity, for love, for communion and holiness. All 
Make all your people holy and one in Christ.  

Leader  
Holy Spirit, Spirit of joy and peace,  
heal the divisions caused by our misuse of power and money,  
and reconcile us across different cultures and languages.  
Unite us as God’s children.  
All Make all your people holy and one in Christ.  



Leader  
Trinity of love, lead us out of darkness into your marvellous light. 
All Make all your people holy and one in Christ.  

Leader Lord Jesus Christ, we are made one with you in baptism 
and therefore we unite our prayers to yours  
in the words you taught us.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  

VII. Blessing  

Leader The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
who blesses the poor, those who mourn, the meek, the merciful, 
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and the persecuted,  
be upon you and remain with you always.  
All Amen.  
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IV The Word of God 
 
Leader The Word of God that we will hear is an explosion of love in 
our lives. Listen and you will live!      

All Thanks be to God.  

Isaiah 55:1-3 (NRSV)   

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  

 
 
The Lord is kind, full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in 
love.   How good the Lord is to all, he shows compassion. The Lord 
is good to all his creatures.  The Lord is loving, the Lord is kind. 
 
The eyes of all creation look to you, and you give them food that 
they need. All creatures thank you, O Lord, your friends shall bless 
you, The Lord is good  to all his creatures.   The Lord is loving… 
 
The Lord is just in all his ways, he is loving in all his deeds; 
the Lord is close to all who call on him.  The Lord is good to all his 
creatures.   The Lord is loving, the Lord is kind. 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,. . 
 
Verse:  Alleluia, alleluia.   
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening, alleluia.  
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Matthew 5:1-16 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up . ……  

Reader Listen and you will live!     All Thanks be to God.  

Reflection 

 


