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Glasgow the Welcoming City  will be alive with song, dance and drama, 2 short 
readings from the 12th century ‘Life of Kentigern’ and from the Bible and with 
prayers for the wellbeing of Glasgow and its citizens new and old – and special in-
tercessions for the new City Council with its leader Councillor Gordon Matheson, 
and the newly elected Lord Provost, the Rt Hon Sadie Docherty. The speaker for 
this occasion is to be Dr Laurence Whitley of Glasgow Cathedral, rightly celebrated 
for his skill in combining knowledge with humour. The ‘prayer for the city’ will be 
available on a bookmark for people to take home if they wish.  Since the St Mungo 
Trail was established last year, it seems appropriate to give it some attention this 
year with a children’s group singing a specially composed song and a brief introduc-
tion from Catherine McMaster. 
 
Significant features of the celebration will be the presence of the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt Rev Albert Bogle, and the pres-
entation of a gift from Glasgow Churches Together to the city. The gift, a glass 
prism, is engraved with the new logo of Glasgow Churches Together, designed by 
Netta Ewing.  Supporting the Welcoming City celebration will be a Piper, Aisling 
Gheal and friends, Carissa Bovill the harpist, the St Mungo Singers, the South Side 
Fiddlers, the Stewart School of Dancing, Turnbull High School’s ‘Young Francis-
cans’, and  the Archdiocese of Glasgow  Arts Project.  The dancers will welcome 
people to the Banqueting Hall before the celebration and the renowned South Side 
Fiddlers will entertain them during the refreshments afterwards.  All are welcome to 
the celebration and refreshments afterwards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The City Council and Glasgow Churches Together 
will host the annual celebration of  ‘Glasgow the 
Welcoming City’ in the City Chambers on Sunday 
10

th
 June at 3.00.  This  year is being marked as 

the 14th centenary of St Mungo and the birth of the 
City of Glasgow.   This event is one of the more 
encouraging ‘signs of the times.’ 



The annual report from the Archdiocesan Music Committee is being prepared 
but this month’s activities and the approach of summer prompt us to issue a 
’current affairs’; bulletin.   
 
Last Sunday there was a most successful ecumenical Songs of Praise at Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Cardonald, featuring Our Lady of Lourdes Choir, Motherwell Diocesan 
Choir, the Croy Silver Band and strong representatives from all the local churches.  A 
resounding beginning was made with the Vaughan-Williams ‘All people’ and there was 
a pleasing breadth of style  ranging from the traditional ‘Christ is made the sure foun-
dation’ to Psalm 95, the Celtic Invocation, the Farrell ‘Longing for Light,’  the classics 
‘Praise my Soul,’  and ‘The Day thou gavest’ to the modern setting of ‘For the beauty’ 
by John Rutter.  The ending was the Te Deum to the Beethoven ‘Ode to Joy’ tune.  
Well done all round. 
 
Then In St Joseph’s Tollcross Archdiocesan Union of Catholic Mothers held their 
annual Mass with a packed church, with Fr David Brown presiding and several con-
celebrants including parish priest Mgr Noel Woods.  The parish reported that the sing-
ing was marvelous and people clearly enjoyed the Mallaig Sprinkling Song, Psalm 66
(May he bless us and keep us), the Gospel Acclamation ‘This is what the Lord asks’, 
the Kelvinhall Sanctus and Jubilee Memorial, the Dunkeld Agnus, and the assorted 
hymns which were so carefully chosen for the occasion— ‘Take our bread’, ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God’, ‘You alone are holy’, Jesus Remember me’, O Sacrament Most 
Holy’, and finally ‘O Purest of Creatures’. 
 

Fr David Brown based his homily on the Gospel of the day—the understandable but 
blinkered appetite for success of James and John, and the gentle guidance of Jesus 
that ministry was all about service with the basic understanding that service is ena-
bling people to recognize God’s will and supporting them in their efforts to live accord-
ingly.  The charism of the Union of Catholic Mothers is about such service, and in their 
ability to be welcoming and approachable they, like St Andrew, bring others to Christ.  
No other organization does what they do—may they grow in strength and be blessed 
in their work.  
 
St Paul’s Primary School found great joy this year in their new Glasgow Song—
there will be a podcast  next week with a discussion about it and the music itself being 
so well sung by the children on stmungomusic.org.uk (and elsewhere).  We hope that 
the song will also feature in the St Mungo Cantata celebration in November. 
Some pupils from St Andrew’s Secondary also made a unique contribution to the 
recovery of St Mungo’s place in our city as they sang their song about St Mungo the 
pilgrim at the Mitchell Library celebration during the St Mungo Festival and as they will 
sing it again at Glasgow the Welcoming City this Sunday 10th June in the City Cham-
bers.  This song also will be part of a podcast with an interview with Ian Davison and 
Liz Bovill on song-writing, St Mungo and the City.   
 
Psalms of the Seasons: Published by Kevin Mayhew for St Mungo Music. Lyric set-
tings of the psalms for the major seasons Price £12.99 
 
A St Mungo Publication:Psalms and Songs of the Bible Bk 1  
The Psalms: An introduction.    Psalms: 1, 4, 8, 15, 17, 18, 18a, 18b, 18c, 20, 21, 21b, 
22, 23, 24, 24b. The Benedictus.  The Magnificat. The Canticle of Ezechiel.  2 settings 
of The Canticle from Philippians 2: 6-11.  Price £12.00  



The Feast of Sts Peter and Paul 
 
The Archdiocesan Music Committee has clearly had to give some attention to the 
preparations for the installation of a new Archbishop.   At one time, we thought it 
possible that he would be appointed in time to be installed at the Feast of Sts Peter 
and Paul and so we have begun working on a 1st Vespers of that feast, knowing 
that if there is no celebration then for  the new Archbishop then we can celebrate 
the feast with more resources than usual.  The settings will also be recorded and 
made available for any parishes which want to use them, and this can be another 
step in the process of re-developing Evening Prayer for special feasts.   Here are 
the Magnificat antiphon  and the antiphon for the first of the psalms.   The whole 
sung vespers will be available on stmungomusic.org.uk as soon as possible—and 
some of it is already there. 

Sing praise to God my Saviour!  He has recalled his handmaid’s need. 
Great are the things he has done for me. Great is my joy for all time! 
Great is my joy for all time!  . . . . . . . . . .    Words and music (c) Noel Donnelly 
 
Psalm 116: the response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ARCHDIOCESAN MUSIC DAY:  The Archdiocesan Music Committee is planning a Music 
Day on ‘The Music of the Liturgy a year on from the New Missal.’  The Committee meets 
again on June 20th to flesh out the details. 
 
Children’s Cantata:  There will be a meeting also on August 29th at 2.00 in St Leo’s for 
school representatives to further plan the St Mungo Cantata for early or mid-November.   This 
will be the last event of the year marking the 14th Centenary of St Mungo and the beginnings 
of Glasgow. 
 
The Year of Faith: The Music Committee is looking at ways of promoting some forms of 
Morning and Evening Prayer for  special feast days during the Year of Faith..     
 
The Archdiocesan Music Committee website—stmungomusic.org.uk—has been given a 
face-lift and another website—The Roman Missal—has been added to it to focus on material 
specific to the Missal.  There are already settings of the Mass and prefaces—and of Eucharis-
tic Prayer 2— including the Missal chants and some newer settings there already and more 
will be added as we get time to get them on.   Usually if you click onto the word Sheetmusic 
you will get a very clear copy of the written music of the piece in question.  If you click onto 
audio you will hear a recording. The website is updates twice weekly. 
Priests should find the variety of voices singing the prefaces of the Eucharistic Prayer encour-
aging because they are all different.  This is to make it clear that there actually isn’t one defi-
nite way of singing these prefaces.  The main rule is — be prepared, be clear and ensure that 
the text’s meaning is enhanced by singing not made more obscure or remote.   
Cantors should find specific psalms easier to find since there is a new ‘search’ tool to make it 
all easier.  And the psalms are gradually being gathered together into one file called ‘Psalms 
of the Liturgy.  Increasingly there will be an audio file for each psalms as well as sheetmusic. 
 
 
The Sisters of Notre Dame are leaving Dumbarton and so there will be celebrations honour-
ing them in September. They will include a Mass, a Vespers and a children’s Cantata on the 
life St Julie. 
 

St Mary’s, Calton, will mark the Feast of the Assumption on August 15th with a spe-
cial Mass.  Musicians who would like and are able to be involved in it are welcome to a 
meeting at St Mary’s on June 10th at 2.00 
 
The St Mungo Singers begin their new session on August 19th with Mass at 6.00 in St Leo’s, 

distribution of the welcoming package and plans for the new 
session, and ‘tea and bunsI.’.  New members are particu-
larly welcome to the opening session. 
 
Hymns, Songs and Resources  
for Feast Days in Scotland 
 

This publication edited by Robert MacDonald and Gerry Fitz-
patrick contains many traditional hymns from the St Andrew 
Hymnal plus a selection of  contemporary hymns such as  
The Celtic Invocation,  God our Creator (Highland Cathe-
dral), Lord, I give my life (St Mary McKillop) and lots of 
hymns for the feasts of  Our Lady and Sts Ninian, Columba, 
Adamnan, Mungo, Margaret,  John Ogilvie, Andrew, Pere-
grin, (Padre) Pio,  John Duns Scotus, St Gregory, St Patrick, 
St Bride. . . . . .    
Published by St Mungo Music   £15.00 


