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This Vespers of St John 

Ogilvie was celebrated with 

Bishop-elect John Keenan 

presiding and the music was 

led by the St Mungo Singers.  

The Knights of St Columba 

were there and were particu-

larly welcome. 

  

The Intercessions 

We pray for our country : may it be a home in which all its people feel at ease, 

where the rights of everyone are respected, and the aspirations of everyone sup-

ported.   Almighty ever living God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our civic and political leaders that, they may be given wisdom and 

strength to care for the common good and to lead the country in integrity and justice. 

Almighty ever living God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the churches and for our spiritual leaders: that they may feel the support 

of the community, may feel encouraged by their faith, and strengthened by the ex-

ample and courage of St John Ogilvie.   Almighty ever living God, hear our prayer. 

 St John died for his loyalty to his faith, outstanding among others in Scotland in that 

age who died in faithfulness to theirs.  May we follow their example in cherishing the 

faith with which we have been blessed.   Almighty ever living God, hear our pray-

er. 

 We pray for people everywhere who suffer persecution for their faith. 

Almighty ever living God, hear our prayer. 

 We pray for  the sick and those who care for them.  We remember our dead with 

gratitude and respect.  May they be at peace in the Kingdom of God. 

Almighty ever living God, hear our prayer. 
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Plainsong – an ongoing resource  
 
Our ordinary liturgy is conducted in the vernacular and so most of the music we sing 
to express our faith and devotion is likely to be in the vernacular as well. However, 
even in a vernacular liturgy, plainsong's influence continues, partly with the reten-
tion of some pieces from the Latin liturgy we used to have in our parishes and partly 
with the influence, which Pope John Paul 2 acknowledged in his document  
(chirograph) of November 22nd 2003 and which can be seen in some of the meth-
ods by which liturgical music is often written for congregations -  
 
The words are given priority and the music is designed to support and enhance 
them, respecting the word accents; 
the melodies and rhythms are usually accessible with the melodies mainly moving 
by step and with  care taken to avoid difficult intervals except 
when the composer feels the text’s meaning exceptionally justifies them. 
 
  
It would be truly wonderful if parishes could manage even one plainsong Mass set-
ting  - and the ever  popular and accessible Mass 8 is an obvious choice - and per-
haps even work at incorporating something for each season.  Some parishes still 
manage the Salve Regina on occasions, and a few even the Veni Creator, but there 
are other very workable versions and vernacular translations of the Attende, 
Domine (Lent), the O Filii et Filiae ( Easter), the 7th century hymn Creator Alme 
Siderum, and there are lots of other ancient hymn texts which could retain our links 
with the worship of the Church in the  past and yet which could still express our faith 
and devotion in accessible styles. 
 
Nevertheless, the wish to enrich our resources in this way must not be allowed to 
threaten our on-going responsibility to build up the basic repertoire for parish wor-
ship.  Some parishes struggle to reach a minimum of participation with their limited 
resources, and that is all that they can do.  The distractions inherent in our contem-
porary culture are a constant challenge to us to ensure that our public worship is 
done well and that those who worship are able to take part with music that speaks 
to them and is not just sung by them.  
 
The language and tone of prayer is quite distinct from that of entertainment and, 
granting that the sacred and the secular have much in common, we have to be sure 
that we know what we are doing – praying or entertaining! If we distract ourselves 
we could find ourselves indulging our own personal aesthetic preferences at the 
parish’s expense, enjoying what Pope Paul 6th called 'the narcissistic complacency 
of our own sonority,' (whoever cooked up that phrase for Pope Paul must have had 
a smile on his / her face)! 
 

Some samples 1 Creator Alme Siderum 
 
This 7

th
 century hymn is set to a much later tune.  Note how suitable the words are 

for daily prayer, how the tune is set within 6 notes in the lower middle register and 
the melodic leaps are few! 
 
The same tune works for the hymn used in Morning Prayer in the Prayer of the 
Church during Lent: Creator of the earth and skies (D W Hughes) 
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Sample 2 a hymn for Lent:Attende, Domine - Hear us, almighty Lord 

 
 
Word of the Father, keystone of God’s building, source of our gladness, gateway to 
the Kingdom, free us in mercy from the sins that bind us.   
Hear us, almighty God, show us your mercy, for we have sinned against you. 
 
God of compassion, Lord of might and splendour, graciously listen, hear our cries of 
anguish. Touch us and heal us where our sins have wounded.  
Hear us, almighty God, show us your mercy, for we have sinned against you. 
 

Humbly confessing that we have offended, stripped of illusions, naked in our sorrow, 
pardon, Lord, Jesus,, those your blood has ransomed.  
Hear us, almighty God, show us your mercy, for we have sinned against you. 
 
Innocent captive, you were led to slaughter, sentenced by sinners when they brought 
false witness. Keep from damnation those your death has rescued. 
Hear us, almighty God, show us your mercy, for we have sinned against you. 
 
 
This version of the medieval hymn suggested for Lent can be found in the ICEL collection: ‘A 
Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy.  It can also be found in  
Laudate.  Notice how simple the melody is, how it is mainly limited to within 6 notes and only 
once goes beyond them! The entire range is within an octave.  
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Sample 3 : Kyrie, eleison 

 
This was the Kyrie sung at this year’s Mass of our Celtic Roots, and its haunting, ef-
fortless delivery of the words by several hundred people in St Aloysius,’ Garnethill,  
was stunning.  The apt use of the same tune for the ‘eleison’ at the end of every line 
in this setting makes it very easy for people to sing it and yet there is no sense of any-
thing superfluous in the repetition.  Clearly the composer was facilitating participation” 
 

  Hail Queen of heaven 
Hail, Queen of heaven, the ocean star, Guide of the wanderer 
here below, Thrown on life's surge, we claim thy care, 
Save us from peril and from woe. Mother of Christ, Star of the 
sea. Pray for the wanderer, pray for me. 
 
O gentle, chaste, and spotless Maid, We sinners make our 
prayers through thee; Remind thy Son that He has paid 
The price of our iniquity. Virgin most pure, Star of the sea, 
Pray for the sinner, pray for me. 
 
"Hail, Queen of Heaven, the Ocean Star" was written by Fa-
ther  John Lingard (1771–1851), a Catholic priest and historian 
who helped to smooth the passage of Catholic Emancipation in 
England. With the text loosely based on the medieval Latin 

Salve Regina the hymn is generally sung to an adaptation of a 19th century Durham 
drinking song. 
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 The Annual Mass for Health Care workers 

Hail, Mary: set by Noel S Donnelly and © Kevin Mayhew. 

This annual mass, which is an initiative of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland for 

all involved in the care of the sick – doctors, nurses, carers, members of the Hospi-

talités of Lourdes –was held in St. Andrew’s Cathedral on 9
th
 February, the nearest 

Sunday to the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.  Principal concelebrant Archbishop 

Tartaglia was joined by Fr. Frank Wilson, chaplain of St. Margaret’s Hospice in 

Clydebank and Deacon Kevin Kelly (who appropriately is a qualified nurse).  The 

music of the Liturgy was led by the St. Mungo Singers. 

Before the service began, the choir sang Noel Donnelly’s setting of the Hail Mary 

and the Arcadelt Ave Maria, as well as Dr. Donnelly’s Healing Song.  The Mass it-

self began with Bernadette Farrell’s inspiring “Christ, be our Light” which linked so 

well with the readings.  The psalm chosen for the Mass was Psalm 68 – a psalm of 

pleading for God’s help in time of need.  The Gospel verse echoed Christ’s re-

sponse “Come to me, all you that labour with burdens too great”. 

In his homily, Archbishop Tartaglia opened by commending to the prayers of all pre-

sent the newly appointed Bishop of Paisley Fr. John Keenan.  He then turned to the 

Gospel reading and reminded the congregation that Jesus who healed the sick as a 

sign of the coming of the Kingdom, calls us to be the salt of the earth and the light 

of the world.  Pope Francis too, he said, exhorts us to go to the margins of our 

world.  The sick, particularly the chronically sick are on the margins today in a world 

which favours the young, the beautiful, the perfect.    For the sick, we are to be salt 

and light, the light of Christ. The Pope invites us to take Mary as our model in this 

work.  She accompanies each of us in our journey to the Resurrection.  He finished 

with a prayer to Our Lady of Lourdes to pray for the sick and those who care for 

them. 

After the readings, those present were invited to make an Act of Recommitment 
(taken from Pope John Paul II’s exhortation Evangelium Vitae).  This was followed 
by the sung Creed and the Intercessions.  John Bell’s “We cannot measure how 
you heal” was a fitting hymn during the Preparation of the Gifts and the final reces-
sional hymn to St.Peregrine (patron saint of cancer sufferers) sought the interces-
sion of the saint for those who are sick and their carers, particularly those affected 
by cancer. 
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Radio Alba 

The internet radio station   radioalba.org  Christian continues to 'podcast' daily.   

Our tighter schedule for mornings is based on a 30 minute cycle beginning at 8.00 

and continuing until 11.30.  The 30 minute cycle begins with a 'parish Morning 

Prayer' followed by a link to a 'schools Morning Prayer' at 8.15 and then with a short 

'Music Choice' program with music from Pluscarden Abbey.  A number of short mu-

sic links have been prepared to enable us to pivot on the Morning Prayers on the 

hour, the quarter hour, the half hour and the three quarters hour.  During Lent we 

will be making the Stations of the Cross available at 12.00 daily and hopefully at 

other times during the day. 

Schools which have donated Morning Prayers include Our Lady of Good Aid Cathe-

dral Primary School, Motherwell; Our Lady of the Rosary Primary School, Cardon-

ald; St Monica's Primary School, Milton (St Andrew's Day and the Feast of St Paul 

coinciding with Burns Day); and Golfhill Primary School, Dennistoun.  Another 6 Pri-

mary schools are already working on theirs including St Francis' Primary in Gorbals 

—who are also preparing a little service which includes a decade of the Rosary led 

by children — and St Andrew's Primary, Cumbernauld who recorded theirs last 

week.  St Albert’s Primary,  Garscadden, Yoker and St Brendan’s  are also planning 

their Morning Prayers.  We are encouraging schools to prepare to record their 

school songs as well as their versions of Morning Prayers 

More music programs are being prepared and we look forward to adding them to 
our schedule. We already have music from the St Mungo Singers, the Motherwell 
Diocesan Choir,  Pluscarden Abbey, Clare O'Neill, John Allen, Carissa Bovill, The-
resa Irving, Noel S Donnelly, and Morgan Lee. 
 

St Patrick 
 

Every parish will have its own celebration of St Patrick's Day, 

but the Irish community in Glasgow are having a special cele-

bration in St Andrew's Cathedral - details below:   

A Mass in honour of St Patrick will be celebrated in St An-

drew’s Cathedral,  with Archbishop Philip Tartaglia presiding, 

on Saturday 15th March at 11.30 

Please come early if you want to be seated. 

 

 

For many of us St Patrick is special - whether he came from the Dumbarton area or 
somewhere else - and for some his day is marked by the wearing  of the shamrock 
and even by parades in different parts of the world. 

Coatbridge will have special celebrations—even a Festival for St Patrick. 
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There is a Morning Prayer for St Patrick's Day from the St Mungo Singers. 

It includes Noel Donnelly’s setting of The Celtic Invocation (taken  from the 8th 

Century 'St Patrick's Breastplate' ascribed to St Patrick but  not really by 

him) and  prayers, readings (including one from The Confession of St Patrick, and 

another from the prophet Jeremiah), Psalm 138 'I thank you for the wonder of my 

being.) and some intercessions.  It can be seen on stmungomusic.org  and it will be 

heard on radioalba.org  christian  on the feast day—and subsequent days on the 

hour and the half-hour from 8.00 am.  This is another step towards the recovery of 

Morning Prayer as a community event— particularly for feast days. 

 
Notice the special Vespers in St Peter's, Partick –  15th & 16th March 2014 in St 
Peter’s Catholic Church, Partick, Glasgow  

Celebrating our Celtic Saints 

With Canty – Scotland’s only professional Medieval music group 

Your chance to sing Vespers for the Vigil of the Feast of St Patrick!  Led by Alan 
Tavener and the Canty Trio – Rebecca Tavener (soprano), Anne Lewis (contralto) 
and Bill Taylor on medieval Celtic harp, the sequence will combine 15

th
 century Irish 

plainchant with modern versions of the Psalms in English.  Suitable for all voices 
and levels of ability, the music will be prepared in workshops and the weekend will 
culminate with everyone joining together in the liturgy. 

Saturday 15th March – St Peter’s Church Hall arrive at 10am for workshops running 
from 10.30am—5.30pm (with lunch and tea breaks) 

Sunday 16 March – arrive at 1.30pm for workshops concluding with Service of Ves-

pers at 6pm in St Peter’s Church (open to non-participants – all welcome) 
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Verse 4:  God it was who made creation, 
 eternal Father, Spirit, Word, 
Praise to the Lord of our salvation, 
Salvation is of Christ, the Lord. 
 
There is a most effective descant for the 4th verse 
and it can all be seen and downloaded at stmungomusic.org 
 
 
Next month: 
 
a report on our recent Course for Cantors 
The Society of St Gregory 
John Pitcathley’s Memorial Acclamations and Agnus Dei for a Mass of a Celtic 
Saint 
Psalms for Schools 
 
 


