A Morning Prayer for
Introit

(Psalm 2:7)

The Lord said to me; You are my Son;
I have begotten you, begotten you this day.
God speaks to the earth, the word speeds forth.
God speaks his word to Jacob, to Israel his laws and decrees.
The Lord said to me; You are my Son;
I have begotten you, begotten you this day.
th

St Stephen:11 century Byzantine

Let us pray
Give us grace, Lord, to practise
what we preach ,
to grow in faith and to love our
enemies
as we keep the feast of St
Stephen,
who prayed even for the ones
who stoned him to death.
We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen

O God, you are my God, for you I long, for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you, my God, like a dry weary land without water.
O God, you are my God, for you I long.
I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and glory,
for your love is better than life itself; my lips will speak your praise.
O God, you are my God, for you I long.
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On you I muse throughout the night, on my bed I remember you,
for you have been my refuge and your right hand holds me fast.
O God, you are my God, for you I long.

Let us pray
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
let us be like St Stephen
in our trust in your care for us
in all the circumstances of our lives.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

From the Prologue of the Gospel of John
Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God.
You are with me always, you are my Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God,
and everything was made through him that was made;
in him was life and that life was the light of men,
and that light shines now in the darkness.
Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God.
You are with me always, you are my Lord.

Short reading

Acts 6: 2-5

in order
to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters choose seven men from among you
who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the
This proposal pleased the whole group.

Canticle Benedictus 4
And you, my child, are favoured by the Most High:
you shall be called a prophet of our God.
You shall go forth as herald from the Lord,
and shall prepare the ways on which he comes.
You shall make known the wonders of salvation
to everyone called chosen by the Lord.
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Prayers and Intercessions
Let us celebrate St Stephen who served Christ in life
and witnessed to his faith in his death.
We give you thanks, Lord.
Let us pray for everyone who has to find the courage
to stand up for what they believe. Give them courage, Lord.
Let us pray for everyone who is persecuted for what they believe.
Be with them, Lord.

We pray for people today who live in the midst of violence and war:
Be with them, Lord, and save them.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Blessing
May the Lord bless us and keep us from all harm;
and may he lead us to eternal life.
Amen
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the king of angels:
O come let us adore him (3) Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing all ye citizens of heaven above.
Glory to God in the highest:
O come let us adore him (3) Christ the Lord.
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