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Christmas  
St Stephen’s Day 2013 

Morning Prayer  
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As we light the Candle for Peace we pray: 
 
Give us grace, Lord, to practise what we preach, 
to grow in faith and to love our enemies 
as we keep the feast of Saint Stephen, 
who prayed even for the men who stoned him to death. 
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

    who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
   God for ever and ever.     Amen 

 
 
O God, come to our aid:    O Lord, make haste to help us  
Glory to the Father . . . . . 
 

 
 
  
O God, you are my God, for you I long. 
O God, you are my God, for you I long, for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you, my God, like a dry weary land without water. 
O God, you are my God, for you I long. 
 
I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and glory, 
for your love is better than life itself; my lips will speak your praise. 
O God, you are my God, for you I long. 
 
On you I muse throughout the night, on my bed I remember you, 
for you have been my refuge and your right hand holds me fast. 
O God, you are my God, for you I long. 
 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
let us be like St Stephen 
in our trust in your care for us, 
in all the circumstances of our lives. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, 
and everything was made through him that was made; 
in him was life and that life was the light of men, 
and that light shines now in the darkness. 

 Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God. You are with me always, you are my Lord 
 
 
We pause for a short time of private prayer then continue with the Gloria 
 

 
 
 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
 
The Prayer of the Mass of St Stephen 
 
The 1st reading 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.  We praise you, O God, we acknowledge: 
you are the Lord.  The noble army of martyrs praise you, O Lord.  Alleluia, 
alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Gospel 
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Intercessions:  
 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 
head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord 
Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he 
makes.  I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  
and stand by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  close by me forever, and love me, 
I pray.  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
 

  
St Gregory Sanctus 

 
 
 

 
St Gregory Memorial 

 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the Banquet of the Lamb. 
 
 
After communion 
Blest be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who came to us; and brought us back from sin.  
God raised for us a Saviour who is mighty; 
his Saviour-Son from David's house and line.  
God promised this through holy men and women 
who spoke for him down through the mists of time. 
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Christmas  

27th December  St John’s Day 
 

Morning Prayer with Mass 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
While shepherds watched, their flocks by night, all seated on the ground. The 
angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 
 
"Fear not", said he, (for mighty dread has seized their troubled mind) 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind. 
 
"To you in David's town this day is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: 
 
"The heavenly Babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid." 
 
 
 
O God, come to our aid:    O Lord, make haste to help us  
 
Glory to the Father . . . . . 
 

 
We light the Candle for Peace and pray for the people of the Holy Land, of 
Syria and of so many lands where they are affected by violence and war. 
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The Prologue of St John ( verse 2) 
 

 Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God. You are with me always, you are my Lord. 
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The light to all men had come to the world, 
and the world though made by him, did not know him. 
His own people knew him not, but to all who believed 
he gave power to become the children of God.  
 

 Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God.  
 You are with me always, you are my Lord 

 
 

We pause for a short time of private prayer then continue with the Gloria (page 3) 
and the Collect of the Mass of St John 
 
 
To welcome the Gospel we sing:    

 Alleluia, alleluia,  alleluia, alleluia. I bring you news of great joy, today a Saviour has  
been born to us,  Christ the Lord, Christ the Lord.   Alleluia, alleluia…. 
 
 
Intercessions 
 
Silent night, holy night.  All is calm, all is bright, 
round yon virgin mother and child; holy infant so tender and mild: 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Silent night, holy night. Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia: 
Christ, the Saviour is born, Christ, the Saviour is born. 
 
Silent night, holy night. Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace: 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 
Bellahouston Sanctus 
 
Memorial (Bellahouston) 
 

 
 
 
Agnus Dei (Bellahouston) 
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Communion 
I come that you may have life, life to the full, says the Lord. 
I come that you may have life, life to the full, says the Lord. 

 
 

After communion 
 

For all our sins will freely be forgiven,   
the heart of God pours loving kindness forth,  
- God comes to us like dawn comes to the sky 
bringing true light, where darkness once prevailed.   
So all who live in  fear of death's dark shadow,  
God will now guide into the way of peace. 

  
 

December 28th: The Feast of the Holy Innocents 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Lully, lullay, Thou little tiny Child, Bye, bye, lully, lullay. 
Lullay, thou little tiny Child,Bye, bye, lully, lullay. 
 
O sisters too, how may we do,For to preserve this day 
This poor youngling for whom we do sing  Bye, bye, lully, lullay. 
 
Herod, the king, in his raging,  Charged he hath this day 
His men of might, in his own sight,  All children young to slay. 
 
That woe is me, poor Child for Thee! And ever mourn and sigh, 
For thy parting neither say nor sing, Bye, bye, lully, lullay. 
 
Lully, lullay, Thou little tiny Child,Bye, bye, lully, lullay. 
Lullay, thou little tiny Child,Bye, bye, lully, lullay. 
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We light the Candle for Peace and pray for the people of the Holy Land, of 
Syria and of so many lands where they are affected by violence and war. 
 

 
O God, come to our aid:    O Lord, make haste to help us  
Glory to the Father . . . . . 
 

 
Psalm 125 
 

 
 
Those who sow in tears will sing when they reap. 
 
When the Lord freed Sion from its bondage,  
it seemed a dream, it seemed a dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  
songs upon our lips and in our hearts – it seemed a dream. 
Those who sow in tears will sing when they reap. 
 
Even heathen people said :  
What marvels he does for them, he does for them. 
Yes, indeed, what mighty marvels 
 has the Lord accomplished for us all – it seemed a dream! 
Those who sow in tears will sing when they reap. 
 
Free us, Lord, deliver us from bondage!  
Oh set us free! Oh set us free!  
Those who sow in tears will sing with joy when harvest time has come again, 
will sing with joy.  Those who sow in tears will sing when they reap. 
 
 
Let us pray 
 
O God, today the innocents proclaimed your praises 
not by speaking, but by dying for Christ 
Grant, we ask you, 
that our faith may not be proclaimed by words alone 
but be also shown by our actions. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you,  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.       Amen 
We stand for the Gloria  (page 3) 
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Before the Gospel 

 
 

 
Gospel 
 
intercessions 
 

 Let us rejoice in the glory of Christ. It was not with armed men that he defeated the 
tyrant, but with shining ranks of tiny children. Let us cry out to him:   The shining 
army of martyrs sings your praises. 
 
Christ, the tiny Innocents bore witness to you not with words, but with their lives: grant 
that we may proclaim you with our words and our deeds.   – The shining army of 
martyrs sings your praises. 
 
They were too young to fight, but still you made them worthy of the victor’s crown: 
  with such victories in our support, may we never be defeated.  – The shining army 
of martyrs sings your praises. 
 
With your blood you washed clean the garments of the Innocents: 

   wash us clean of every transgression. – The shining army of martyrs sings your 
praises. 
You sent the infant martyrs to heaven, first-fruits of your kingdom: 

 do not let us be exiled from your halls of eternal feasting. 
– The shining army of martyrs sings your praises. 
–  

In your childhood you knew persecution and exile. 
 When children today know poverty, war and disaster, save them. 

– The shining army of martyrs sings your praises. 
 
 
Carol 
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Come, come, come to the manger, children, come to the children's King; 
Sing, sing. chorus of angels, star of morning o'er Bethlehem sing. 
 
He lies 'mid the beasts of the stall, who is Master and Lord of us all; 
the wintry wind blows cold and dreary,  see, he weeps, the world is weary; 
Lord, have pity and mercy on me.  
 
Come, come, come to the manger, children, come to the children's King; 
Sing, sing. chorus of angels, star of morning o'er Bethlehem sing. 
 
 

Sanctus 
 

 
 
Memorial 
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Communion 
 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. . . . . . . . 
 
 
Canticle of Zechariah: 
 
 The Saviour comes to free us from our foes  

 from evil hands, from those who wish us ill. 
 So God's great love for all his chosen people 
 is thus fulfilled; in these our present times.   
            God's sacred oath his covenant most holy;   

 is called to mind, his promises made true. 
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