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Harp Harp 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.  
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  
and stand by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
  
 

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter Long ago. 
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Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Enough for Him, whom cherubim Worship night and day, 
A breast full of milk and a manger full of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels Fall down before, Enough for Him, whom angels Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 
What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb,  
If I were a wise man I would do my part,  
Yet what I can I give Him, Give my heart. 
 
 

The Christmas Proclamation 
 
Tonight, the 25th day of December   
Unknown ages  
from the time when God created the heavens and the earth  
And then formed man in his own image; 
Several thousand years after the flood, 
When God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the Covenant; When God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the Covenant; 
21 centuries after Abraham, our father in faith, 
Migrated from Ur of the Chaldees; 
13 centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt; 
1000years from the anointing of David as king 
In the 65

th
 week according to the prophecy of Daniel; 

In the one hundred and ninety fourth Olimpiad, 
In the seven hundred and fifty second year from the foundation of the city of 
Rome, 
The forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus, 
The whole world being at peace,   
Jesus Christ, eternal God,    
And Son of the eternal Father,   
Desiring to sanctify the world, By his most merciful coming,   
Being conceived by the Holy Spirit / 
And nine months having passed since his conception 
In Bethlehem in Judaea, of the Virgin Mary was made man. 
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In Bethlehem in Judaea, of the Virgin Mary was made man. 
Today is the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
According to the flesh. 
 
 
 
We light our candles and get ready to stand 
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Introit of Christmas 
 
 

solo   The Lord said to me;  You are my Son; 
I have begotten you, begotten you this day. 
 

All:  The Lord said to me; You are my Son; 
I have begotten you, begotten you this day. 
God speaks to the earth, the word speeds forth. God speaks to the earth, the word speeds forth. 
God speaks his word to Jacob,  
to Israel his laws and decrees. 
The Lord said to me; You are my Son; 
I have begotten you, begotten you this day. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, 
and everything was made through him that was made; 
in him was life and that life was the light of men, 
and that light shines now in the darkness. 

   Jesus, Redeemer, Lamb of God.  
   You are with me always, you are my Lord 
 
The light to all men had come to the world, 
and the world though made by him, did not know him. 
His own people knew him not, but to all who believed 
he gave power to become the children of God.  
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
full of grace and truth; we've seen his glory. 
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full of grace and truth; we've seen his glory. 
He is the only Son of God, who has given us himself, 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 
 

Welcome 
 
We stand 
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Penitential Rite: 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Kyrie, eleison.  Kyrie, eleison. 
 
You came to call sinners. 
Christe, eleison.  Christe, eleison. 
  
You are seated  at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us: 
Kyrie, eleison.  Kyrie, eleison. 
 
 
Choir:  

 various times in the past 
And in various different ways 
God spoke to our ancestors, 
God spoke through the prophets. 
Now in our time 

 
 

 
We sit 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth; 
for Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
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Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
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Let us stand and pray: 

The Crib:  the children bring the figures to build up the crib 
 
Blessing of the Crib 
 

Let us stand and pray: 
Father of us all, 
We look on the stable where Jesus was born, 
On the figures of Mary and Joseph, 
the child, 
And the sheep. 
We ask you to renew our faith in your commitment to all your children, 
to strengthen our hope in the coming of your kingdom, 
and to rekindle our love for each other. 
 
Let us bless this crib, 
and when we look at it let it remind us that you are with us: 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
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you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  have mercy on us. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Word 
 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 9: 1-7 
 
Psalm 95: 
 

 
 
 
O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. O sing a new song to the Lord. 
Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord, he is Christ the Lord. 
 
Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations his glory, 
his wonders among the peoples. O sing a new song to the Lord. 
Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord, he is Christ the Lord. 
  
 
Second Reading: Titus 2: 1-14 
 
Gospel Acclamation:   
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. I bring you news of great joy today a Saviour 
has been born to us; 
Christ the Lord, Christ the Lord.   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
The  holy Gospel according to Luke  
 
Ending with 
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The Creed 
 

 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father?   I believe, I believe. 
 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?    
I believe, I believe. 
  
Intercessions 
 

The Eucharist 
 

Preparation of Gifts 
 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare him room and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! Let men their songs employ. 
While fields and floods rocks hills and plains. Repeat the sounding joy. 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace. 
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He rules the world with truth and grace. 
And makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love.  
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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The Christmas Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer: 
 

 
 
Memorial 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup 
we proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again. 
we proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again. we proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 
DOXOLOGY:  Through him. with him, in him . . . .Amen, Amen,  

 
The Breaking of Bread 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; 
Have mercy on us, have mercy on us. (2) 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; 
Grant us peace.  Grant us peace.   
 
 
The Communion Antiphon 
 

 
 
 
Harp  
 
  
Silent night, holy night.  All is calm, all is bright, 
round yon virgin mother and child; holy infant so tender and mild: 
sleep in heavenly peace. (2) 
 
Silent night, holy night. Shepherds quake at the sight, 
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Silent night, holy night. Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia: 
Christ, the Saviour is born. (2) 
 
Silent night, holy night. Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace: 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. (2) 
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Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign. 
 
Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus:  but wherewith for sacred sign. 
 
Love shall be our token, love be your and love be mine, 
Love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign. Love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign. 
 
 

 
 

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o'er the plains  

And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains.  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!   Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?  

What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song?  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!   Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him Whose birth the angels sing;  

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him Whose birth the angels sing;  

Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!   Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

 

 

Blessing 
 
When the Son of God came to us as man, then the light of the world was born.  
May the God of all goodness fill your hearts with holiness.  Amen. 
 

 
May he fill you with joy and delight in the good news.  Amen. 
 
When the Word became man, earth was joined to heaven. 

   Amen 
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   Amen 
 

May Almighty God bless you,  
The Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit.    Amen 
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The Angel Gabriel 
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O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. O 
come ye ,  
O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him, 

 
Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, gestant puellae viscera; 
Deum verum, genitum non factum.  Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,  
Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing all ye citizens of heaven above. 
Glory to God in the highest:  
 
Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: O come let  . . . . . . . 
 
Copyright Prologue of St John's Gospel: Frank Docherty  Kevin Mayhew. Ps 95 : words © The Grail, England; music 
Gerry Fitzpatrick © Kevin Mayhew.  O come all ye faithful: John Wade. Joy to the world:  Peter Korbel and Isaac Watts.  
Love came down: Christina Rossetti. Angels we have heard:  anon translated by James Chadwick.  The angel Gabriel: 

Basque carol, para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal  1973, 

O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him, 
born the king of angels: 
O come let us adore him (3) Christ the Lord. 
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Basque carol, para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal  1973, 
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). Graphics  Netta Ewing. All hymns covered by the 
Christian Copyright Licensing and Calamus have been reproduced under CCL Licence No 74396 and Calamus Licence 
No 0262. 
 

With thanks to the parish cleaners, the sacristans, the flower arrangers, the Crib builders the 
choir, Jacqueline the organist, Carissa the Harpist, Cara the server, the organisers of the 
Christmas mini--fete and Tombola, the Nativity Play, the photographers, and all who helped to 
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